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motes an& "fflews.
The Editor earnestly requests thai librarians and others will send to

.him early and accurate information as to ail local Library doings. The
briefest record of facts and dates is all that is required.

In course of time "Library Notes and News" -anil become of the
•utmost value to the historian of the Free Library movement, and it is
iherefore of I lie highest importance t/uzt every paragraph should be
vouched for by local knowledge.

Contributors should send a memorandum of their contributions to the
Editor at the end of each quarter, and a remittance will be promptly
forwarded.

ALTRINCHAM.—At the monthly meeting of the Alrrincham Local Board
on December 5th, a recommendation of the Public Libraries1 Committee,
that the board accept the offer of the directors of the Literary Institution
to hand it over to the local board on condition of providing additional
books and adapting the present building to the proposed purpose, was
confirmed. It was understood that the amount required, about ,£1,700,
would be defrayed by public subscription.

BLACKBURN.—The late Mr. Thomas Atkinson, solicitor, Blackburn,
has left his large and valuable library and costly collection of paintings to
the Public Library of this town.

BRADFORD.—On Tuesday, the 9th December, the Bradford Town
Council discussed the desirability of applying for Parliamentary power to
levy a rate of an additional penny in the pound for Library and Museum
purposes. Mr. Councillor Maddocks, Chairman of the Free Library and
Museum Committee, introduced the subject in a very able speech, in
which he drew attention to the almost starving condition of the institution.
The matter was adjourned for further consideration in order to allow the
public an opportunity of expressing their views on the subject. The sum
of .£500 was voted from the gas profits to meet the immediate necessities
of the Committee.

CARDIFF.—The Library Committee have adopted a plan for their new
Library Buildings, the estimated cost of which will be £15,000, or ,65,000
more than the borrowing powers asked for. As £400 a year will be
saved by the separation of the Art Schools from the Library, the Com-
mittee have decided to apply for power to borrow an additional £5,000.

COLCHESTER.—The late Mr. Richard Catchpool, of Reading, has
bequeathed one thousand pounds towards the establishment of a Public
Library in Colchester, his native town.

EDINBURGH.—The Building News of December 12th gives sketches
•of some of the principal features of the new library buildings. In a city
of beautiful buildings, the newest of its public buildings need not hide its
head, for the architect, Mr. G. Washington Browne, has succeeded in
happily combining an artistic exterior with a useful interior—by no means
a common achievement so far as library buildings are concerned.

GLASGOW.—The annual report of the Baillie's Institution Free
Library shows that 40,479 vols. were issued, being 40,479 vols. more
than during the preceding year. The attendance of readers is reported
as 29,420—7,807 more than last reported. Income £687. Mr. E. A.
Holme Kay is librarian.

GUERNSEY.—The Gentlewoman says:—"There are two Free Libraries
.at S t Peter Port. The newest, which was opened but a couple of years
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22 . The Library.

ago, is in the ground floor of a neat little house standing in its owa
grounds. The Librarian inhabits the upper floor. No more peaceful
and charming reading rooms could be desired than these, which the-
munificence of Mr. Pnaubc has given to the town. One gaies out of the
windows over green lawns and trees on to the twinkling Channel, and
the sunlight creeps in to fall on oak and leather, vellum and morocco.
Strangely enough, the inhabitants of the place rarely patronise the
retreat, preferring, if they use a library at all, to go to the fine one near
the Town Church, built and endowed by two Guernsey gentlemen who
made their fortunes in America."

HANLKY.—A draper's assistant, a Polish Jew, rejoicing in the name
of Baron Rosenberg, was charged before the magistrates and fined 403.
and costs for wantonly damaging books he had borrowed from the public
library. He seems to have been a diligent reader, or, at any rate, borrower
of books, but for some unaccountable reason always returned them in a
dilapidated condition.

HULL.—In connection with the James Reckitt Free Public Library
in East Hull, Mr. F. B. Grotrian, M.P., opened in November the new
Reference library, presented by Mr. Francis Reckitt

HUNTINGDON.—A new library for the Archdeaconry of Huntingdon
was opened at Huntingdon in November by the Bishop of Ely. The
books are chiefly theological and were formerly in the old Episcopal
Library at Buckden ; to these, however, some modern books have been
added.

LEICESTER.—People who never heard of the Library Association are
enjoying pleasure and information resulting from the Reading Meeting.
Last month we noticed Mr. Butler Woods' excellent article in a Sheffield
paper describing his visit to Eversley, and we now find that the same
excursion has inspired another member of the Association to deliver a
highly interesting lecture, entitled " At Kingsley"s Grave." The lecturer
was Mr. F. S. Herne, Librarian of the Permanent Library, who on
November 15 th "chained the attention of a large and appreciative audi-
ence" while he discoursed on Kngsley's life and work. This is as it
should be.

A resolution in favour of Sunday opening has been carried by the
Library Committee.

LIVERPOOL.—At the instance of the Sunday Society the Library Com-
mittee recently resolved by seven votes to four to recommend the opening
of the library on Sunday afternoons. The city council at a subsequent
meeting refused to adopt the recommendation.

LONDON.—The Dr. Williams' Library has just been opened again for
the use of readers after removal of the books from their former quarters in
Grafton Street, into University HalL Gordon Square.

LONDON.—Sunday School Union Library. The report of the year's
work (1889) states that the number of members is 1,327. The volumes
issued for home reading reached a total of 17,227. According to the
new catalogue the library contains 1,486 volumes for reference and 7,326
for circulation.

LONDON : ALLAN LIBRARY.—The Methodist Recordtr announces that
the library, consisting of 30,000 books and pamphlets, is now transferred
to a large, lofty, and handsome room, close to City Road ChapeL Mr.
Hayes, the sub-librarian, has been working foryears at the classification
and cataloguing of Mr. Allan's splendid gift To his care has also been
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transferred the libraries of the late Dr. Rule and the Rev. W. M. Bunting,
together with valuable books presented by Mrs. Jobson, Mr. W. Foster
Newton, and other friends. The Fernley trustees have made a grant of
.£200 for the purchase of modern books. The library in its completeness
will rank among the best libraries of the kind in the country. The Rev.
George Kenyon has offered his services as Honorary Librarian. The
library will be opened at the Methodist Centenary this year.

LONDON : BERMONDSEY.—On the 29th ult Mr. Lafone, M.P., laid
the foundation-stone of the Public Library; which is to cost about ,£7,000.
The idea of establishing a Public Library in the parish was first mooted in
1887, and subsequently a requisition was served on the overseers of the
poor, with the result that the Acts were adopted by a majority of over
1,900 votes at the polL Commissioners were soon afterwards appointed,
and they intend to make the new library one of the most complete in
London. The space to be allotted for books in the new building is said
to be sufficient for 80,000 volumes.

LONDON : CHELSEA.—The new Central Library will be opened by
Lord Privy Seal, the Earl Cadogan, on Wednesday, January 31st

LONDON : HIGHGATE.—On November 19th Sir James Clarke Law-
rence presided at a public meeting held for the purpose of opening the
Highgate Hill, Dartmouth Park Hill, and Upper Holloway Free Reading
Room and Free Library, adjoining the Highgate Hill Unitarian Church
and the Whittington Board School. The movement of which this library
is the outcome was initiated by the Rev. R. Spears, minister of the Uni-
tarian Church, and was warmly taken up by the members of his congre-
gation ; but the library is to be open to all, and no religious or political
character will be given to the institution, which is situated in a thickly-
populated district Several hundred books have already been presented
to the library, and on the tables of the reading room over 1 jo daily, weekly,
and monthly papers, magazines, and reviews will be provided. Sir J. C.
Lawrence, who had contributed a large number of books to the library,
and who was accompanied by Lady Lawrence, in declaring the Library
open, remarked that the opening of a Free Library was at any time
worthy of record, for the opening of every new Public Library gave fresh
light, fresh knowledge, and fresh power to the people. No one could tell
wnere the influence of good books began or where it ended. In the study
of good books was to be found, in a great measure, the formation of
the life and character of the young. The other speakers included the
Rev. R. Spears, the Rev. E. H. Roberts (Church of England minister and
chaplain of the Islington Workhouse and Infirmary), and Mr. Withall;
and the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman.

LONDON : LEWISHAM.—The Public Libraries Commissioners and the
ratepayers have received from Mr. J. Harding, an offer to transfer to them
the freehold of the Perry Hill Lecture Hall and Library on payment of two
bills of costs, not exceeding .£150 ; he will also make them a free gift of
the library, containing four thousand volumes, and of the fixtures, &c
Steps will be taken almost immediately with a view to opening this library
at an early date, and it will be followed, as soon as possible, by the estab-
lishment of libraries in other parts of the parish.

LONDON : POPLAR.—The result of the poll in theparish of All Saints,
Poplar, on the question of the adoption of the Public Libraries Act was
declared on Wednesday night, December 17th, as follows :—For the
adoption of the Act, 3,301; against, 314 ; majority for, 2,987.

LONDON : WANDSWORTH.—The Buildtr, December nth, publishes
drawings of the new Reading Room and a description of the building.
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24 The Library.

LOWESTOFT.—The Mayor of Lowestoft has started a subscription
towards the establishment of a free public library.

MAIDSTONE.—The lending library in connection with the Maidstone
Museum was opened on November i s t

MANCHESTER.—On December 9th Mr. H. Calder Marshall, A.C.A.,
of London, delivered a lecture before the Manchester Chartered
Accountants' Students' Society on "The Public Libraries of London,
their Histories and Accounts," in which he gave some interesting par-
ticulars of the free public libraries of the metropolis, especially those
established within recent years.

MIDDLESBOROUGH.—The Library Committee have resolved to dis-
continue the Durham Street Branch and to devote the money thus saved
(£160 per annum) to the improvement of the Central Library and Museum.

OLDHAM.—The Saturday night lectures are largely attended. On
December 6th about seven hundred persons met to hear Mr. J. Potter
Briscoe's lecture on " Bells, Belfries, and Bell-ringers."

OXFORD.—The Committee of the Free Public Library are appealing
to the public for gifts, books, pamphlets, maps, prints, or other objects
of local interest They wish to form a local collection, and as their
resources are too narrow to admit of large purchases for such a pur-
pose, they must look to outside help. We wish them every success.
There are few public or private collections which do not contain some-
thing little valued by the owners which would be highly esteemed if
given to the principal library of the locality to which it belongs. The
Oxford library is now opened on Sunday evenings.

PETERBOROUGH.—A representative meeting, called by Dr. Walker,
was held in November for the purpose of considering the provision of a
free public library for the city, and a committee was appointed with the
object of raising subscriptions and considering further procedure.

PONTYPRIDD.—On the 27th ult the Public Library was opened by Mrs.
D. W. Williams, Fairfield. The building, which was erected at a cost of
£%,ooo, from designs by Messrs. Potts, Sulman, and Hennings, of Lon-
don, is situated in Gelliwastad Grove.

PORTSMOUTH.—The opening of the new Town Hall took place in
August, and on the 5th November the Free Public Library, which had been
temporarily housed at Southsea, was removed to the fine quarters assigned
to it in the new building. The formal opening was performed by the
Mayor of Portsmoudi, Sir William David King, the Library Committee,
with Mr. Tweed D. A. Jewers, being present Mr. Ward, Chairman of
the Committee, expatiated on the great advantages which the institution
conferred on the inhabitants of Portsmouth, especially the rising genera-
tion. In paying a well deserved compliment to their excellent librarian,
Mr. Jewers, he said that starting six years ago with about 3,000 volumes,
the shelves now contained nearly 30,000. The Library proper measures
60 feet by 30 feet, and the Reading Rooms (General, Ladies' and Refer-
ence) are furnished most comfortably with every convenience. The whole
building is brilliantly lighted by electricity.

SALFORD.—The Salford Corporation has purchased a commodious
building at Broughtpn for the purpose of converting it into a Free Library
for that part of the borough.

SALISBURY.—The new Free Public Library was opened on Wednes-
day, December 10th by the Right Hon. Sir Mountstuart Elphinstone
Grant Dun*; G.C.S.I., P.C, F.R.S., president of the Royal Geographical

 at M
onash U

niversity on June 19, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


Library Notes end News. 25

Society, and formerly Governor of Madras. The Mayor and Corporation,
the Bishop, the Dean and the Member for the Borough, Mr. Edward H.
Hulse, and a large gathering were present. Temporary premises have
been secured in Endless Street until a permanent building is erected.
The reading room and reference library are now open for use, and the
circulating department will be opened early in the new year. Mr. George
Walter Atkinson, who for the last eight years has been assistant librarian
at the Rotherham Free Public Library, has been appointed librarian.

STRATFORD-ON-AVON.—A meeting, convened by the Rev. R. S. de
Courcy LafFan, head master of the Stratford-on-Avon Grammar School,
was held in the large room of that historic building on November iSth to
consider the question of establishing a Free Public Library for Stratford.
There was a large and representative audience, and Mr. Laffan presided.
He said he thought there was a widespread feeling in favour of a free
library as essential to the life of a town such as Stratford. The Rev. F. J.
Fry, the Rev. J. Pugh, and other speakers took part in the subsequent
discussion. Mr. Pugh thought it was a reproach to the town of Shake-
speare that it did not possess a free library. Ultimately Mr. H. Halton
proposed " That this meeting is of opinion that the Free Libraries Act
should be adopted in Stratford-on-Avon." The Rev. F. J. Fry seconded,
and the motion was carried unanimously. Mr. Smallwood said he did
not think the £ 130, which would be produced by the id. rate sanctioned by
the Acts, would be sufficient to maintain the library. It would be necessary
to obtain voluntary contributions, and he promised to assist. An influential
committee was afterwards appointed to take steps to carry out the reso-
lution.

ST. KILDA.- -A great many of the volumes of the library presented to
the inhabitants of St. Kilda have been found " unsuitable " by the islanders,
and a great quantity of literature, chiefly novels, was found strewn about
by a party who visited the place recently. Among the volumes retained
arc some thirteen of Plymouth Brethren literature.

TirrON.—On December 9th two news-rooms were openfid, one at
Horseley Heath and the other at Toll End, for the establishment and
present maintenance, of which the sum of ,£250 has been voted out of
the profits of the gas undertaking. It is intended to open three others as
soon as suitable premises can be secured. The ceremony on the 9th was
performed by the Hon. P. Stanhope, M.P., who promised a donation of
IOO guineas to the fund. A luncheon followed.

The Syndics of the Cambridge University Press have recommended
that copies of certain books printed at the University Press be granted
to the Bradford Free Library and Art Museum and to the following
Free Public Libraries:—Brentford, Croydon, Putney, Rotherhithe, South-
ampton, and the Atkinson Free Library, Southport.

NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.—The third meeting of
this active local association was held at the Free Public Library,
Leicester, on Thursday, December nth. The members were heartily
welcomed by Alderman Stevenson, Chairman of the Free Public
Libraries, and Mr. J. D. Paul, F.G.S., Chairman of the Permanent
Library. The party, under the direction of Mr. Hernc, visited the
Town and Permanent Libraries, the Roman pavement, the Jewry Wall,
and the Museum, and after tea the association resumed its sittings. The
President, Mr. J. Potter Briscoe, took the chair and delivered a short
address. Mr. Herne followed with an interesting paper on "The
Leicester Town (not Free Public) Library,'"' and Mr. Radford with one on
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" Libraries and Librarians." Discussions of a practical character fol-
lowed the reading of these papers. Mr. Briscoe gave an outline of his
scheme for the " half-hour talks with the people about books and book
writers," which is in successful operation at the branch libraries and
reading rooms in Nottingham. The idea was heartily approved and
willj no doubt, be worked out in the North Midland District It was
decided to hold the next meeting at Nottingham about February 5th.
Votes of thanks for the use of the meeting room, to the authors of the
papers, and to Messrs. Herne and Kirkby for making the local arrange-
ments, brought a very successful meeting to a close.

T H E paper on the " Ventilation, Heating and Lighting of Libraries,"
by Mr. Wm. H. Greenhough, of Reading, read at the last annual meeting,
has attracted a good deal of attention from the press as the subject doubt-
less deserved. Besides many brief notices of it in the London and
provincial press, it was published in the columns of the Journal of Gas
Lighting and Sanitary Improvement on the 14th and 21st of October;
it formed the subject of a lengthy article in the Building News of the 31st
October; of a short article in the Lancet of the 27th September; and
was the object of a long review in the British Medical journal of the
32nd of November.

FOREIGN.

NEW ZEALAND.—It is encouraging to find that much good library
work is being done in New Zealand. We are indebted to a cor-
respondent for the following most interesting notes :—WELLINGTON.—
On the 23rd September, 1889, Mr. \V. H. Levin offered ^1,000
towards the establishment of a free library, on the understanding
that some portion of the building should be erected before the 31st
of December, 1890—New Zealand's Jubilee Year. The proposition
was enthusiastically taken up, and a sum of over £3,000 has now been
promised. The City Council is about to proceed to take a poll of the
ratepayers for or against the Libraries Act being adopted. It is hoped
that before the end of the year the library will be an accomplished
fact. PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY.—The librarian, Mr. Collier, having
resigned through ill health, applications for the post were invited, and
the Hon. J. W. Fortescue, B.A., was appointed. Great opposition was
however offered by a section of Parliament to voting a librarian's
salary, consequently ?rlr. Fortescue immediately sent in his resignation.
The position will now remain vacant until Parliament again meets, the two
assistant librarians carrying on in the meantime. DUNEDIN.—A Free Li-
brary Association has been formed here for the purpose of devising means
for the establishment of a free library. Great enthusiasm is being shown.
NAPIER.—At the annual meeting, held on 23rd July, greater interest was
shown in the affairs of the institution than has hitherto been the case,
and an energetic committee was elected. WANGANUI.—The late Mr.
Thomas Reid, at one time a merchant here, bequeathed ^200 to the
funds of the library- TURAKINA.—The annual meeting was held on 15th
August; the balance sheet showed cash in hand, £2 10s., liabilities nil.
It was decided to give a series of entertainments in aid of the funds.
BULLS.—The Town Board has decided to subsidise the library, conse-
quently this really first-class institution will be more attractive than ever.

Catalogues.
Corporation of Birmingham. Free Libraries Reference Depart-

ment. Catalogue of Books. Shaler to Zurlauben. 1890. 4to,
pp. 1079-1284.
The present part completes this important catalogue, of which the first

instalment appeared in 1883. Over 104,000 volumes have been catalogued,
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